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SUBJECT: STUDENT PROCESSION APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN SMALLER THAN 
EARLIER REPORTED 

REF: DACCA 1139 

1 . REFTEL REPORTED STUDENT DEMONSTRATION AT DACCA 
UNIVERSITY ON MARCH 4. INFORMATION WAS RECEIVED FROM EYE 
WITNESS, BUT ONE WHO APPEARS TO HAVE HAD MULTIPLE VISION IN 
COUNTING THE NUMBER OF STUDENTS PARTICIPATING. 

2. ACCORDING TO THE VICE CHANCELLOR AND SEVERAL PROFESSORS 
WE HAVE MET OVER THE PAST FEW DAYS, AND AS REPORTED IN THE 
WEEKEND PRESS, SEVERAL STUDENTS WERE ARRESTED BY POLICE 
MARCH 2 FOR INVOLVEMENT IN A TRAFFIC OFFENSE ("MANHANDLED" IS 
THE WAY THE STUDENTS PUT IT). MARCH 3 WAS A PUBLIC 

HOLDIAY. ON MARCH 4, USING THE TRAFFIC OFFENSE INCIDENT AS AN 
EXCUSE SEVERAL STUDENTS CALLED FOR A BOYCOTT OF CLASSES MARCH 4. 
THE BOYCOTT WAS SUCCESSFUL, BUT THE PROPOSED MARCH 
TO THE SHAHEED MINAR FIZZLED OUT. THE VICE CHANCELLOR 
CLAIMS ONLY 25 OR 30 WERE INVOLVED AND A FEW WERE ARRESTED. 
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NONETHELESS, CLASSES WERE SUCCESSFULLY CLOSED BY THE 
STUDENTS FOR THE DAY. 

3. VICE CHANCELLOR AND OTHERS CONFIRM THAT (AT LEAST IN 
THEIR VIEW) THE COMMENT IN REFTEL IS VALID, I.E., THE MAJORITY 
OF THE STUDENTS DO NOT WANT TO UPSET UNNECESSARILY THE 
ORDERLY PROCESS LEADING TOWARD EXAMINATIONS. APPARENTLY IN 
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THEIR VIEW AN EXTRA HOLIDAY WILL NOT DO THIS. 

MASTERS 
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